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Diaz: No 
voucher 
program 
changes 


Senator says he doesn’t 
want state to meddle in 
parents’ school decision 


By GRAY ROHRER 
AND SKYLER SWISHER 


TALLAHASSEE — Private 
schools receiving taxpayer money 
through vouchers will likely be 
able to continue to discriminate 
against LGBTQ students, after a 
key GOP lawmaker indicated he 
won't take steps to deny funds to 
schools with such policies. 

State Sen. Manny Diaz, a Hiale- 
ah Republican who chairs the Sen- 
ate Education Committee and who 
is a staunch supporter of the Tax 
Credit Scholarship voucher pro- 
gram, said he doesn’t want the 
state to meddle in parents’ deci- 
sions on where they send their 
child to school. 

“The money goes to the par- 
ents,” Diaz said. “The parents 
make the decision. A parent is ne- 
ver going to put a child in a situa- 
tion that is not beneficial for the 
child, and ifit is not beneficial, they 
have the ability to move them.” 

Two large banks, Fifth Third 
National Bank and Wells Fargo, an- 
nounced this week they would 
stop participa- 
ting in the 
voucher pro- 
gram after an 
Orlando Sen- 
tinel report last 
week found that 
156 private 
schools with 
anti-gay policies 
educated more 
than 20,800 students through the 
program last year. The schools 
deny admission to gay students 
and some have policies to expel 
them if their sexual orientation is 
discovered. That’s about 14% of the 
147,000 students receiving a schol- 
arship through the program. 

Democrats have pressed Re- 
publican legislative leaders to hear 
bills that would prohibit discrimi- 
nation based on sexual orientation 
within the voucher program the 
last two years. They stepped up 
those efforts Thursday in light of 
the moves from Wells Fargo and 
Fifth Third Bank. 

State Rep. Anna Eskamani said 
she filed her bill last year after the 
Sentinel reported on schools in the 
Orlando area with anti-LGBTQ 
policies. This year’s version, HB 
45, hasn’t received a hearing this 
year. 


Diaz 
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IMPEACHMENT OF PRESIDENT TRUMP 


Eyes on witness vote 


Trial could come to abrupt conclusion 
Friday without move for more testimony 


By LISA MASCARO, ERIC 
TUCKER AND ZEKE MILLER 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Senate ju- 
rors peppered President Donald 
Trump’s defenders and accusers 
with final questions at his im- 
peachment trial Thursday ahead 
of a crucial vote on calling wit- 
nesses, the focus shifting from de- 
tails of the charges to whether it 
was time to simply acquit and 
conclude the trial. 

The vote on witnesses, ex- 
pected Friday, could lead to an 
abrupt end of the trial with the 
expected acquittal. Or, less likely, 


it could bring weeks more of argu- 
ment as Democrats press to hear 
testimony from former national 
security adviser John Bolton and 
others. 

Late Thursday, Sens. Susan 
Collins, R-Maine, and Lamar Al- 
exander, R-Tenn., weighed in, 
with Collins saying she would 
agree to hear witnesses and Al- 
exander saying he would vote 
against witnesses. Alexander’s de- 
cision boosts the odds of swift ac- 
quittal. 

Republican Sens. Mitt Romney 
of Utah and Lisa Murkowski of 
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Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., leaves a news conference after his whistle- 
blower question was rejected at the impeachment trial. 
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Passengers wear face masks as they arrive on a flight from Asia in Los Angeles on Wednesday. 


DON’T PANIC 


Researchers scramble to learn more about behavior of 
coronavirus and how contagious, dangerous it can be 


By NASEEM S. MILLER 


The sixth case of the co- 
ronavirus was confirmed in the 
United States on Thursday, in 
the spouse of an Illinois woman 
who was diagnosed a week ago 
after returning from Wuhan, 
China, marking the first human- 
to-human transmission in the 
United States. 

Federal public health officials 
are stressing that even though 
they expect more cases in the 


E INSIDE: UN agency declares 
outbreak of new virus a global 
emergency after cases spike 
more than tenfold in a week. A4 
E BUSINESS: Asian demand 
for face masks soars due to 
fears of Chinese virus. A10 


coming days, the risk remains 
low. They said people don’t need 
to cancel their plans or avoid 
large public gatherings. They 
also don’t recommend wearing 


face masks. 

“Despite the fact that we are 
reporting the first instance of 
person-to-person spread of this 
virus in the United States, it’s 
important to note that this 
spread was among two people 
who were in close contact for an 
extended period of time,’ said 
Dr. Nancy Messonnier, director 
of CDC’s National Center for 
Immunization and Respiratory 
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CENTRAL FLORIDIAN OF THE YEAR FINALIST 


He went from poverty to Yale 


Revel Lubin turned a class project into a lifetime of public service 
COMMENTARY 


ay after day, Revel Lubin 
D came home to darkness 

after football practice at 
Oak Ridge High School. The 
electricity had been cut off and 
no one in his family could pay 
the bill. 

The family of 10 — five of 
them still living at home at the 
time — was being led by his 
24-year-old sister Maude Nel- 
son. Lubin’s mother died when 
he was just 1 and his father was 
not around. 

Faced with a dark reality, 
Lubin found a way to turn on the 


oe 
SHANNON GREEN 
Sentinel Columnist 


life, or maybe college. But Lubin 
soon learned public service 
would be his calling, opportunity 
and, a few years later, his legacy. 


Three public service projects 


he started or inspired while 
going to school at Oak Ridge and 
the University of Florida still 
exist today even as the 
24-year-old enters his second 
semester at the Yale Divinity 


light. He quit playing sports to 
focus on helping out with the 
household bills. Sports, he used 
to think, was his ticket to a better 


Medicaid deal for states proposed 


More control over spending on some low-income resi- 
dents if they agree to limit how much feds kick in. A3 


School. Lubin’s ability to bring 
about change is why he is a final- 
ist for the Orlando Sentinel Cen- 
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YOUR NATION, YOUR WORLD 
Brexit to act as electoral guillotine 


Divorce from the E.U. means Britons who have made 
homes across the continent will be disenfranchised. A3 


SARAH ESPEDIDO/ORLANDO SENTINEL 


For his inspirational qualities and 
impact on his community, Revel 
Lubin has been named a finalist 
for Central Floridian of the Year. 


Not your 
father’s 


library 
anymore 


E-books and other 
electronic items are 
big hit among patrons 


By MARTIN E. COMAS 


Libraries once were thought of 
as quiet places with rows of books 
filling aisles of shelves. 

Not so much anymore. Today, 
digital books, magazines and 
other electronic items are clicking 
with Central Florida library users 
beside traditional books. 

In 2019, the Orange County Li- 
brary System saw patrons check 
out 2.3 million electronic versions 
of magazines, audio books, mov- 
ies, television shows, including a 
record one million e-books. That’s 
a nearly 15% jump from 2018. 

“E-books are becoming in- 
creasingly popular among library 
users,” said Erin Sullivan, a public 
relations administrator for the Or- 
ange County Library System. 
“They’re simple and easy and 
that’s why the numbers grow ev- 
ery year.” 

The five most popular e-books 
checked out in 2019 from Orange 
County: 

H1. “Where the Crawdads Sing” 
by Delia Owens 

H 2. “Becoming” by Michelle 
Obama 

E 3. “The Reckoning” by John Gr- 
isham 

E 4. “Crazy Rich Asians” by Kevin 
Kwan 

E 5. “Nine Perfect Strangers” by 
Liane Moriarty 

It’s not just in Orange County 
that patrons enjoy getting books 
and other materials in digital for- 
mat. 

Seminole County’s library sys- 
tem saw a nearly 32% jump — 
from 203,071 to 267,434 — in 2019 
over the previous year in digital 
products being checked out. 

“When I saw those numbers, I 
thought: ‘Wow, that is absolutely 
phenomenal) ” said Richard Durr, 
director of Seminole’s leisure 
services department, which over- 
sees the county’s library system. 
“In my house, my wife reads most 
of her books as e-books. She 
mainly reads them electronically. 
Whereas I like my books in the 
traditional format that I can hold 
in my hands.” 

Even though more patrons are 
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US House investigating dating apps 
Subcommittee probing popular online dating services 
for allegedly allowing use by minors, sex offenders. A8 
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